
“My name is Eric. My childhood 

was tragically dysfunctional. My fa-

ther went to prison for molesting me 

and my siblings, and my mother 

abandoned us. I lived in 5 different 

foster homes, was expelled from 

high school, got in trouble with the 

law, and ended up homeless at 17.  

That’s when I came to Target 

Dayton 19 years ago. Pastor Mark 

and Cindi led me to Christ and start-

ed helping me every way they could.  

Top left photo: Eric and Marcie Paxton with their 5 beautiful children. From left to right: 

Aryabella 1, Brennen 6, Aidyn 4, Cameron 10 and Skylan 3. 

In fact, Mark and Cindi have 

helped me so many times, they call 

me one of their “adopted” sons!  

Me and Marcie were married at 

TD in 2012 and everyone at TD has 

loved us and encouraged us to live 

for Christ over the years. 

But unfortunately, like so many 

people who come to TD, I went on 

using drugs to cope with my deep 

emotional wounds and the struggles 

of my family’s hard life.  
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This is an abbreviated version of Eric’s story. Watch Eric’s full testimony at TARGETDAYTON.COM. 

Go to newsletters, scroll down to Nov newsletter, and click on the video link. 
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While the drugs numbed the 

pain, they kept me from serving 

Christ and being the kind of hus-

band and father I wanted to be.  

But in July, God’s love broke 

through to my heart.  

I finally surrendered my life to 

Christ, repented of using drugs, 

and smashed my drug parapher-

nalia! Today I am clean and sober! 

I am now working at TD doing 

maintenance, grounds keeping 

and serving in the ministry!  

And I am growing in Christ and 

becoming the husband and father 

my beautiful family deserves.   

My life and my family’s life is 

forever changed because you 

gave! Thank you!” 

So many people in our city, like 

Eric and his family, need your help 

this holiday season!  

Our 2021 holiday giving 

goal is $350,000...  


